
BEWARE OF SCAMS
By Elaina Tramel, DCSD Attorney

As the economy gets worse, the number of scams increase and our seniors and disabled are the 
most vulnerable communities to these scam artists. We offer these tips in order to help you increase 
your financial safety. 
Free Annual Credit Report
By law, you are entitled to one free credit report per year.  There is only one government-affiliated 
program where this is available for free: AnnualCreditReport.Com. Its phone number is 1-877-
322-8228. Information is available at the Federal Trade Commission website: http://www.ftc.
gov/freereports. All other websites are commercial, for-profit, and/or out to get your financial 
information.
HR 5140 Economic Stimulus Act of 2008
This was a law designed to provide economic stimulus through debt relief.  However, many private 
companies offer services and mention the Consumer Debt Relief Initiative (HR 5140 Economic 
Stimulus Act of 2008). Do not assume that any of these entities are affiliated with or endorsed by 
the government. For the most part they are advertisements using a government program to lure 
you into calling them. Don’t.  
Calls Not Initiated By You
If someone calls you and asks for money, do not give them any information.  Recently, a client 
received a call that a relative was in jail and needed bail money. After emptying her bank account, 
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Many clients who have assets that are not protected may be subject to liens on their property if 
a creditor sues and obtains a judgment. Depending on the debtor’s state law, a creditor can place 
a lien on the property after judgment or can subpoena the debtor to appear in court so that the 
court, under oath, can examine the debtor’s assets.  
It has come to our attention that some of our clients have not advised us of any property they 
own that could be subject to these judgment liens. Our clients have several legal methods they 
can employ to protect their property from liens, and we are happy to provide some options that 
you could explore further:
Those options could include:

(a)	 Caregiver Agreement
(b)	 Reverse Mortgage if client is over 62
(c)	 Sale of their property to their heirs
(d)	 Trusts or family LLC to protect property

If you own property that you have not protected, please call the DCSD legal department at 
800-992-3275 ext. 1007. 
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the client found out that this was a scam. Beware; there are many other creative scams out there. 
When in doubt, get a phone number from the caller and then call someone and have them help 
you check out the information. If necessary, call the police.

If someone calls about a debt or scam, take their name and number and let them know you are 
represented by an attorney. If Debt Counsel for Seniors and the Disabled has sent out a Cease and 
Desist letter on your behalf, keep track of the phone calls and letters you get, and send them in to 
DCSD. You may be able to sue a debt collector and get money damages for violations of the Fair 
Debt Collection Practices Act. This would involve no out-of-pocket cost to you (attorneys do not 
recover unless you recover).

Important Reminder About Bank Accounts:  If 
one of your creditors decides to sue you and the 
creditor obtains a judgment, in addition to filing a 
lien on your property, a judgment creditor could 
garnish your bank account(s).  As you know, your 
Social Security monies are protected as are most 
pensions and retirement funds.  This is the reason 
we strongly recommend that you open a bank 
account with ABC Bank.  I know many of you 
do not want to because it is not your local bank.  
However, we are receiving many reports that credi-
tors are now becoming more aggressive when they 
receive a judgement.  Several clients have been hurt 
by these legal, aggressive tactics.  For example, 
Christmas Club funds have been seized.  One cli-
ent’s name was on an account with a very elderly 
relative and the elderly relative’s account was con-
fiscated.  If you don’t want this to happen to you, 
please bank with ABC Bank and remove your name 
and social security number from any and all other 
accounts (children, relatives, friends).  This is 
imperative if you don’t want your funds or a 
relative or friend’s funds confiscated.  We can’t 
help you if you won’t help yourself.

Update Your Contact Info!
We want to make sure we have all of our clients’ contact information up to date. Please help us by providing 
any new information that we may not have on file already on the form below. 

Name: ______________________________________________  Client ID: ___________________________

Address: ________________________________________________________________________________ 

City/State/ZIP: ___________________________________________________________________________

Home Phone: __________________________ Cell Phone: ________________________________________

E-Mail: _________________________________________________________________________________
Please send back to:			  Debt Counsel for Seniors and the Disabled

542 S. Dearborn, Suite 1260
Chicago, IL 60605

E-mail: info@lawyers-united.com
FAX: 312-939-2741  

DCSD Telephone Directory - Toll Free (800) 992-3275

Applications/ABC Bank Info: ext. 1402 / Elizabeth
Additions to Existing Account: ext. 1501 / Gaby
Billing: ext. 1501 / Gaby
Creditors: ext. 1403 / Mindy
Legal Matters: ext. 1400 / Veronica or Leslie
Refer Family or Friends: ext. 1700 / Sylvia or Bonnie

Please be ready to provide your account number.

Refer DCSD to a Friend!
Do you know someone who is suffering in silence 
like you once were? Help a friend, neighbor, relative 
or other loved one achieve peace of mind  and re-
store dignity in his or her life. Help US by distribut-
ing DCSD cards around your community and make 
others aware of the service that has been helping you 
restore dignity to YOUR life! We’d love to talk to 
anyone whom you think would benefit from our ser-
vice. 
Please give your friends and loved ones DCSD cards.
Please call (800) 992-3275 for DCSD cards. 


