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HOW CAN A DCSD CLIENT LEARN
ABOUT THE BENEFITS AVAILABLE
THROUGH THE STATE AND FEDERAL
GOVERNMENT
Two very important websites are available to
DCSD clients that wish to learn whether they
are eligible for certain benefits offered by the
state and federal government.

1. www.benefitscheckup.org is the
federal government’s website which
provides valuable information about
whether an individual is eligible for
any of the benefits offered. On this
website is a printed questionnaire of
the “Benefits Checkup” screening
service. After answering the questions,
your information will be processed
against more than 1,150 federal, state
and local programs from all 50 states
and the District of Columbia. The
contact information you provide in the
questionnaire is solely used to return to
you a “Benefits Checkup Summary
Report.” This information is not
entered in any NCOA computer
system and never is it associated with
the answers you provide. Therefore,
your privacy is maintained.

2. www.govbenefits.org is another
government website that explains the
various benefits available through state
and federal agencies. This website
allows you to type in a particular
subject (i.e., housing problems) and
receive any information available
relating to housing situations.

If you have any questions concerning the
information received from the two websites,
we suggest that you contact your local federal
or state agencies that administer the particular
program described on the website.

Prescription Drug Cost Increases Far Outpace U.S.
Inflation Rate Prices for the 122 drugs most commonly
prescribed rose nearly 14 percent between 2004 and 2007,
soundly beating inflation.

The cost of prescription drugs rose at rates higher
than the rate of inflation from 2000 to 2005, which made
prescription drug costs among the fastest-growing in health
care, according to a federal tracking report released in
October.

A congressionally mandated report by the
Government Accountability Office (GAO) tracked the “usual
and customary” prices for 122 of the most-prescribed
medications dispensed by pharmacies in New York and
Pennsylvania. The report found a 4.3 percent average annual
increase and a nearly 14 percent increase in overall prices
between January 2004 and January 2007. The report also
tracked a narrower group of drug prices from 2000 to 2007.

The drug price increases outpaced a common
inflation measure during the period. The GAO cited
nationwide data from the Bureau of Labor Statistics that
found that from January 2004 to January 2007 prices of all
common consumer goods for urban consumers known as the
Consumer price Index (CPI) increased by an average of 9.3
percent, or 3.0 percent annually.

The drug increases were thought to be a large
component of increases in overall health care costs, which
rose by 6.9 percent in2005, the most recent year for which
the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services has data.

Significantly, the GAOQ report found divergent trends
among brand-name and generic drugs. So-called “usual and
customary” prices decreased among the 57 generic drugs
tracked and increased for the 65 brand-name drugs.
Specifically, the generic drug prices decreased by an average
of 12.8 percent between 2004 and 2007, or 4.5 percent
annually, while the brand-name drug prices increased by an
average of 21 percent, or 6.6 percent annually.

The findings reflect those of previous drug-price
analyses, including an August 2005 GAO report that found a
30-day supply of the 96 drugs most commonly prescribed
under a large federal-worker insurance program increased by
nearly 25 percent between January 2000 and December
2004.

When the GAO researchers also updated their previous study
on the narrower group of medications to include data through
January 2007, they found prices for the brand-name drugs
increased 48.6 %, or 5.8% annually.







